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As Paving Material. Crude asphalt must
undergo a refining process before it can be
used for paving. Three tons of Trinidad
cement is reduced to two tons in the refining
process. It is then thoroughly mixed with
sand and lime in certain proportions. The
process of preparing the street for its cover-
ing of paving material is described in the
article pavement.
ASPHODEL, as'fo del, a genus of lilylike
plants, with fleshy roots and flowers arranged
in long, loose clusters. The asphodels are
fine garden plants, natives of Southern
Europe. The king's spear has yellow flowers,
blossoming in June. The white asphodel was
a symbol of death among the ancient Greeks,
who believed that the meadows of Hades, the
under world, were covered with its pale blos-
soms. The source of this superstition was
probably the fact that in Greece the asphodel
is a common weed of barren and desert places,
thriving especially well in the vicinity of
tombs. The bog asphodel of England and
the wild asphodel of New Jersey are unre-
lated species. The asphodel of English poets
is the daffodil.
ASPHYXIATION", as fix e a'shun, the con-
dition which results when oxygen is kept
away from air-breathing animals. In per-
sons suffering from asphyxia, the blood is
not purified and congests in the arteries,
causing death if there is no relief. The res-
toration of asphyxiated persons has been
successfully accomplished a long time after
death had apparently come, so that the work
of restoration should be persistently fol-
lowed without discouragement. The attempt
should be made to retain the heat of the body
and to secure the inflation of the lungs, as
in the case of the apparently drowned. For
a trustworthy method of restoration, see the
article drowning. A mechanical device such
as a pulmotor should never be waited for,
as efforts at restoration must begin as soon
as possible after unconsciousness takes place.
In many cases the manual method is much
more efficacious than any mechanical device.
See pulmotor.
ASTIRATOR, an instrument used to pro-
mote the flow of a gas from one vessel to
another by means of a liquid. The simplest
form of aspirator is a cylindrical vessel con-
taining water, with a pipe at the upper end
which communicates with the vessel contain-
ing the gas, and a pipe at the lower end,
which may be closed by a stop-cock. By
 allowing a portion of the water to run off by
the pipe at the lower part of the aspirator,
a measured quantity of air or other gas is
sucked into the upper part. There are sev-
eral variations of this principle.
AS'QUITH, herbert henry (1852-
1928), Premier of England at the outbreak
of the World War, a Liberal statesman iden-
tified with an epoch-making change in the
British constitution—the removal of the veto
power from the House of Lords. He was
graduated at Balliol College, Oxford, and
before he entered Parliament, in 1886, he en-
gaged in law practice. Asquith's defense of
John Burns for taking part in the Trafalgar
Square riot, in 1887, brought him widespread
notice, and he rose rapidly in public esteem,
becoming Home Secretary under Gladstone
in 1892. He was conspicuous as a Home
Rule advocate at this time, and in 1905 was
appointed Chancellor of the Exchequer in
the Campbell-Bannerman Ministry.
Three years later Asquith became Prime
Minister. During eight years of office he
sponsored many reform measures, including
the Lloyd George budget of 1909, the Par-
liament Act of 1911, whereby the House of
Lords was deprived of the veto power, the
Insurance Act and the Irish Home Rule Bill.
Though Asquith aroused the antagonism of
a good many elements, including the Union-
ists and the suffragists, he was remarkably
successful in holding together the Liberal
party. His tact and poise were admirable
qualities for a peace Premier, but after the
outbreak of the World War it was felt that
he lacked the decision and energy needed to
bring the war to a victorious conclusion. In
1916 a Cabinet crisis occurred and he was
superseded as Premier by Lloyd George.
Thereafter he was the spokesman for a con-
siderable body in the House of Commons,
and on more than one occasion he forced the
government to ask for a vote of confidence.
In 1925 he was created an earl, in recognition
of his great services to the nation, taking the
title, Earl of Oxford.
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ASS, a small animal related to the horse
and the zebra. It has ears longer than those
of the horse, but in shape resembling those
of the zebra. The domestic ass is supposed
to have sprung from a wild variety found

